The Universal Provider

Shaw is about to take furnished lodgings in the immediate
neighbourhood of Westbourne Grove. No, those men
walking up and down the shop and eyeing everybody sus-
piciously are not shopwalkers, as you suppose! Four of them
are detectives, with orders summarily to arrest any customer
who looks at all like an incendiary, and the others are dis-
guised firemen. . . . The fire-engine in the Hall is certainly
a little in the way of the servants; with hydrants laid on to
each floor, and sleeping in fireproof beds with one's clothes
on, and having an outside iron staircase to each window in
the house, we really are pretty safe against the next conflag-
ration, in spite of the fact that we live just opposite
a Universal Provider!

The inquest on the victims of the great fire, pro-
tracted as it was over three sessions and not closed till
the end of October, threw no further light on the
origin of the tragedy. Great efforts were made to
investigate the supposed explosion which had caused
the collapse of the wall and the three deaths which
resulted from it. But after a good deal of evidence,
mostly conflicting, the Chief Inspector under the
Explosives Act declared himself unconvinced that there
had been any explosion. In building-trade circles it
was argued that the collapse of the walls was due to
expansion through the heat of the iron girders used
for the framework. But whatever the true origin was,
even the huge reward offered by Whiteley did not
induce any accomplice of the incendiary (if there had
been one) to come forward and inform. Scotland Yard,
indeed, examined over a hundred persons and followed
up suggestions contained in numerous letters, both
signed and anonymous. But in the end it had to be
admitted that not one shred of real evidence had
resulted. Accordingly the jury, after recording their
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